










BEYOND 

THE 

FROZEN 

SEA... 


...THEY 
COME. 
BRINGING 
WITH THEM 
THE BLACK 
CLOUDS OF 


WAR. 



vyi 

































TABLE OF CONTENTS 


CHAPTER 1: 

NORMANNI 

1 

CHAPTER 2: 

SOMEWHERE NOT HERE 

91 

CHAPTER 3: 

BEYOND THE EDGE OF THE SEA 

133 

CHAPTER 4: 

UNBREAKABLE CHAINS 

171 

CHAPTER 5: 

TROLL 

197 

BONUS MATERIAL: 

HEROIC EXPLOITS OF VIKING 



GIRL YLVA 

218 

CHAPTER 6: 

MESSENGER FROM THE 



BATTLEFIELD 

223 

CHAPTER 7: 

SWORD 

245 

CHAPTER 8: 

THE JOURNEY BEGINS 

265 

CHAPTER 9: 

A TRAP IN DISTANT SEAS 

287 

CHAPTER 10: 

NIGHT WAKE 

307 

CHAPTER 11: 

CAGE 

327 

CHAPTER 12: 

MORE THAN A MONSTER 

347 

CHAPTER 13: 

SMELL 

367 

CHAPTER 14: 

THE SWORD OF THORS 

387 

CHAPTER 15: 

A TRUE WARRIOR 

407 

CHAPTER 16: 

THE DEATH OF THORS 

427 

SPECIAL REPORT: 

I WENT TO THE LAND OF 



AURORA BOREALIS 

448 

TRANSLATION NOTES 

451 

BONUS STORY: 

FOR OUR FAREWELL IS 



NEAR. PART 1 

455 

PHOTO GALLERY: 

MAKOTO YUKIMURA GETS 



AN AWARD 

466 










































































12 














































13 






































V\ 






















15 





































'THERE¬ 
FORE, OUR 
BAND OF 
WARRIORS 
OFFERS ITS 
AID." 


"CONSIDER 
THIS ONCE- 
IN-A-LIFETIME 
OPPORTUNITY 
WISELY, FOR 
WE WILL 
SURELY GUIDE 
YOU TO 
VICTORY." 



'ALL WE 
ASK IN 
RETURN IS 
HALF THE 
SPOILS 
OF WAR 
ON THE 
DAY OF 
THE FOR- 

^,,^r- TReSS ’ S 

SUMS FALL." 
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LITTLE 
WHY DO B AS- 
YOU LET TARD'S 
HIM HANDLE GOT 
THE NEGO- SUCH 
TIATIONS, ATTI 
ASKE- JUDE. 


THE 


LOSING 
SIDE 
WILL 
BE ON 
EDGE. 


THE ENVOY 
MIGHT BE 
GUTTED 
BEFORE 
ANYONE 
EVEN GETS 
TO THE 
TABLE. 

HAPPENS ALL 
THE TIME. 
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BUT IF THEY ARE 
©OOP ANP TRUE, 
IN THE NAME OF 
JESUS CHRIST, YOU 
WILL HAVE yoUR 
FAIR SHARE OF 
THE RICHES. 



I WANT 
MV 

SHORT 

SWORDS 

BACK. 


THEY’RE 
A ME¬ 
MENTO 
OF MV 
FATHER. 
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r CAN'T TAKE 
ENNyMORE 
APIS// 


NOW'S A MAN 
GUNN A MAKE 
A NAME FOE 
HISSELF AWAy 
FROM BATTLE?/ 
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%\ 

fflm' 

WHAT you HEAE IS 
FIGHTING, WHICH IS 
WHAT you OUGHT 

TO BE POING EIGHT 
NOW// 

\ 

N-NO, My [/ 
LORD, IT'S \ 

v * s 

COMING V 

CLOSER// ), 


~ - -* *\ / I HE 


ww~w 



AKB YOU 
U6TBMN6 
TO MB?! 
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THE FIRST 
SHIP TO 
REACH THE 
SHORE 
GETS A 
DOUBLE 
SHARE!! 























































LONG- 

SHIPS// 


DO WE 
EVEN HAVE 
ANyONE 
GUARDING 
THE LAKE¬ 
SIDE?/ 


AND 

QUICKLY// 


IT'S A 
PINCER 
ATTACK/ 


I WANT EIGHTY 
MEN FROM THE 
EIGHT WING TO 
THE LANDING/ 
DON'T LET THEM 
ASHORE// 


KEEP YOUR 
WITS, MEN// 


IT'S ONLY 
THREE 
SHIPS// 


THE REST 
OF YOU, 
REMAIN 
HERE AT 
THE GATE// 


CROSSBOWS 
WITH ME// 
RUN, DAMN 
YOU// 


55 
























































57 





































































































HUH? 


NOW'S 

OUR 

CHANCE!! 


PREPARE 

TO 

DISEM¬ 

BARK!! 
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NOT ONLY THAT, 
THEVLL BE 
SLOWER, WEIGHEP 
DOWN WITH THEIR 
BATTLE RICHES. 























































THEWS TAKEN 
EVEEy SINGLE 
THING OF VALUE 
IN THE VILLAGE. 
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ASH 


GOTTA 
SAY, 
THE 

YOU KID'S 
HURT? TOUGH. 


HUFF 


THOR FINN! 


YOU 


ALIVE? 
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BLADE, DO 
SEEK A 
DUEL WITH 


ASKELADD. 


RFINN 


SON OF 


THORS 


WARRIOR 


OF ICE¬ 


LAND... 


UPON MY 
FATHER’S 
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FOR ROUGHLY 
THREE 
HUNDRED 
YEARS, 
STARTING IN 
THE EIGHTH 
CENTURY 
A.D.... 


...A NORTHERN 
EUROPEAN 
PEOPLE 
TERRORIZED 
THE CIVILIZED 
WORLD IN THEIR 
DRAGON-HEADED 
SHIPS. 







































BUT IN 


LATER 


YEARS, 


THEY 


WOULP 


SIMPLY BE 


KNOWN AS 


VIKINGS. 



























CHAPTER 1 - END 
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LOOK 
AT ALL 
THE 
TREA¬ 
SURE! 


THAT 

ASKE- 

LADD 

KNOWS 

HIS 

WORK. 





( THEY \ 

L ur _ 

MADE A 

fcuR 

HILLING 


DOWN IN 


FRANKISH 

, 1 Z1MO t 


94 


Mitmrnrr ^ 




























IF YOU UP 
AND LEAVE, 
WHO WILL 
BE THE MAN 
OF THE 
HOUSE?! 



I WAS 
BORN TO 
SAIL ON 
A RAIDING 
SHIP! 


NO MAN 
EVER 
MADE A 
NAME FOR 
HIMSELF 
TENDING 
PIGS. 
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WE'RE 


STAYING 


UNTIL 


THE 


SPRING. 


GIVE MY MEN 
ALL THE FOOD 
AND MEAD 
THEY WANT. 
YOU'LL HAVE 
YOUR SILVER. 


GIRL. 

< 

WE STILL 
HAVE 
THAT FINE 
GERMAN 
WINE, DON'T 
WE? BRING 
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I’LL TAKE 
A NICE, 
FRAGRANT 
MUTTON 
BREAST, IF 
YOU DON’T 
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EVERY 

LIVING 

HUMAN 

BEING... 


...IS A 
SLAVE 
TO 

SOME¬ 

THING. 


I’M NOT 


LAUGH- 


WHAT’S 

SO 

FUNNY? 


JUST 
LOOK 
AT HIM! 


ING AT 


YOU, 


OH, 
WHAT 
A SIGHT 
THIS IS. 
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FATHER... 
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HMMM... 
WELL, YOU 
ARE MY 
SON. 


I SUPPOSE 
IT WON’T DO 
ANY GOOD 
TO TELL YOU 
NOT TO SEEK 
VENGEANCE... 






































126 





























12 ? 
















































..THAT’S 

NOT 

HERE... 
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CHAPTER 2 - END 





































IT WOULD 
BE KNOWN 
AS 

"VINLAND," 
LAND OF 
PASTURES. 
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I COULDN'T 
EVEN 


VES TO ALL 
THREE! IT 
WAS WARMER 
THAN ICELAND, 
BRIMMING 
WITH FORESTS 
AND WAVING 
MEADOWS READY 
FOR SHEEP TO 
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1 nee/ \ Hfl Hfl / \ HEE 

4 yeah. Ut&W see? 11 hee 

WrK HiSSA KNEW 

WRmShrnd fe¥ 

wmd'iL^ \jMf 

1 4 ® 
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...IS THIS WHAT 
IT'S COME TO? 
VOU CAN’T TRUST 
THE WORD OF 
AN OLD ADVEN¬ 
TURER WHO'D 
RATHER FOLLOW 
HIS WHIMS THAN 
CHARGE INTO 
BATTLE? 1 




THORS! 
ARE YOU 
LISTENING 
TO THEM 
HUMILIATE 
ME?! 


SET THE 
RECORD 
STRAIGHT 
FOR ALL 
TO HEAR! 
THEY'LL 
BELIEVE YOU, 
APPARENTLY!! 








































































THANK 

YOU, 

YLVA. 


f THESE 
TWO 
WERE 
THE ONLY 
ONES 
TAKING 
^ CHILL. A 
































GO TO 
BED, 
MOTHER. 
Til DO 
THE REST. 
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THAT’S 
NOT FAIR! I 
ALREADY DID 
ALL THE WORK 
WARMING THIS 
BED UP! 


WHAAT? 


MOOO... 


GO TO 
YOUR 
OWN BED! 
YOU’RE 
SQUISH¬ 
ING 
ME! 
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YOU ASK 
THAT 
EVERY 
YEAR, 

. YLVA. 


THEY ' 
HAVE 
THEIR 
WAY, AND 
WE HAVE 
OURS. 


ARI’S HOUSE 
HAS THREE! 
CANT 
WE JUST 
BORROW 
ONE FOR A 
DAY? 


THE FOUR 
OF US HAVE 
SURVIVED 
WITHOUT 
EXTRA 
HELP SO 
FAR, 

HAVEN'T 
WE? / 


YES, BUT 
ONLY 
WITH THE 
LABOR OF 
THREE. 


MOTHER’S 
SICKLY, AND 
I HAVE TO 
HELP WITH 
THE COOK¬ 
ING... i 
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HOW 
MUCH? 
IT'S ALL 
TRUE. 


I'LL 

BELIEVE 

IN 

VINLAND 
IF I SEE 
IT FOR 
MYSELF. 


OKAY, 
LET ME 
RIDE ON 
YOUR 
SHIP, 
THEN. 


THAT'S 

NOT 

WHAT 

BE¬ 

LIEVING 

MEANS. 


FOOL 


























OUR 
FOOD 
STORES 
RAN OUT 
IN NO 


...AND WE 
HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT 
TO EAT ICE 
TO STAVE 
OFF HUNGEF 
AND THIRST. 
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OUST 
LOOK 
AT HIM, 
MOTHER. 


YOU 

DON'T 

KNOW? 


HE'S 


NOT 


FROM 


THIS 


VILLAGE. 


THE POOR 
THING. WHY 
WAS HE 
OUT DURING 
THAT 
TERRIBLE 
BLIZZARD? 


AND 

BE¬ 

SIDES 

THAT... 


THIS 
IS BAD 
NEWS, 
FATHER, 



HE’S 
A RUN¬ 
AWAY 
SLAVE. 


HE MUST 
HAVE 
CROSSED 
THE 

MOUNTAIN 
FROM THE 
NEAREST 
VILLAGE... 


IT'S BAD 
NEWS ALL 
AROUND... IF 
THEY FIND 
OUT WE’VE 
AIDED HIM, 
THERE’LL BE 
HELL TO 
PAY... 


























BUT 

ONE 

DAY... 


...THERE 
CAME A 
POWER¬ 
FUL MflN 
NAMED 
HARALD. 


OUR 
PEOPLE 
WERE 
THERE 
FOR CEN 
TURIES. 


IT WAS 
A GOOD 
PLACE, PRO¬ 
TECTED BY 
MANY LUSH 
FJORDS. 

◄ 


AND UNLIKE 
ICELAND AND 
GREENLAND, 
IT WAS WARM 
AND THE 
SEAS DID 
NOT FREEZE. 


^7 - 

OUR 

IN A ANCESTORS 
LAND LIVED FAR 
CALLED TO THE 
NORWAY. EAST OF 
HERE, AGES 
AGO. 
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I'LL 

GO ASK 
FATHER! 


AT LEAST 
HE WON'T 
TELL ME 

uesi 
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come 

QUICK! 
HALFDAN’S 
SHIP IS 
AT THE 
DOCK!! 


THEY’VE 
COME 
WITH 
ANOTHER 
SILLY 
BONE TO 


PICK!! 


YOU’RE 
THE ONLY 
ONE 

WHO CAN 
TALK HIM 
DOWN. 
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CHAPTER 3 - END 




















































LEIF’S OUT 
THERE TRYING 
TO SMOOTH 
THINGS OVER... 
BUT IT LOOKS 
AS THOUGH THE 
YOUNGER MEN 
MIGHT BUTT 
HEADS AT ANY 
MOMENT. 


WE 

NEED 

YOU 

NOW, 

THORS! 












































THORS! 



STRIKE 

HIM! 

SHOUT TO 
GET HIS 
ATTENTION 






I'M 

COMING 
IN A MO¬ 
MENT! 


URGE 
EVERY¬ 
ONE TO 
KEEP 
LEVEL 
HEADS. 
























































































*A "THING" IS A VIKING ASSEMBLY. 
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HMPH. 


I AM ONLY 
HERE TO 
RETRIEVE 
MY 

SLAVE. 


FORGIVE 

MY 

INTRU¬ 

SION, 

THORS. 
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WHAT AM 
I DOING 
HERE, 
PLACING 
A BURIAL 
STONE?! 


^WHAT IS 


WRONG 


WITH 


THIS 


SITUA¬ 


TION? 
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CHAPTER 4 - END 
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llljfx; 


ft 



/ A WAR- \ 
SHIP IS 

a 1 COMING. 


I 1 
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HE'S 
NEVER 
BEEN ONE 
TO TALK 
ABOUT 
HIMSELF, 
AFTER ALL. 


HEY! 


WANNA 

SEE! 




HE SAID 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT 

"WARRIORS OF 
OOM." ANYONE 
KNOW WHAT 
THAT IS? 
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COUNTLESS 
DANES 
IN THE 
DANELAW 
HAVE BEEN 
MURDERED 
BV THE 
ENGLISH. 


FROM THE 
SURVIVORS' 
TESTIMONY, 
IT SEEMS 
THIS WAS 
A SURPRISE 
ATTACK, 
CARRIED 
OUT DURING 
BATHING 
TIME. 





...IT’S SAID 
THAT 

AMONG THE 
SLAUGHTERED 
WAS PRINCESS 
GUNHILDE, 
SISTER TO 
KING SWEYN 
OF DENMARK. 


AVENGING T rxt’ 
THE 


DEATH 
OF HIS 
SISTER. 




































THE MATTERS 
OF GREAT 
KINGDOMS 
ACROSS THE 
SEA ARE 
NONE OF OUR 
CONCERN. 



ziz, 
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CHAPTER 5 - END 



THORS 

THE 

TROLL... 


...OOMS- 

VIKING 

CAPTAIN. 


YOUR 
PARTICIPA¬ 
TION IS 
REQUIRED 


...IN 

THIS 

COMING 

BATTLE. 



















































































MATH TIME 




















I'M A VIKING, AFTER ALL 



I HAVE A NEWFOUND RESPECT FOR FOUR- 
PANEL ARTISTS... 6 
































Storage 



SUPPLE¬ 

MENTAL 

DESIGNS 


THORS'S HOME 
















































































rAFJERWORP; 


We don't truly taw the full etymology of the name "viking." 
It's said the base of the word is "vik," which means inlet, 
they used inlets as^natoral ports; building villages within them; 
raising sheep and pigsitaltivating small amounts of land; 

\ \ V I 

fashioning'tools; eating barley, herrings, whales and seals; 
drinking beer; crying; laughing; and falling in love, 
image tends to precede them, but I would I 
































































ZZ5 







































226 










































22 ? 






























ZZ8 










































230 
















































I AM 
FLOKI 
OF TH6 
OOMS- 
VIKINGS! 


I AM 

CHARGED 

WITH 

RECRUITING 
THE HERO 
THORS 

SNORRESSON 


INTO OUR 


i BAND! 

■If 1 
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I'M 

GONNA 
KILL ME 
SOME 
ENGLISH¬ 
MEN!! 


HOW 
MANY 
DECADES 
HAS IT 
BEEN...? 


DON’T 
TELL ME 
YOU’RB 
GOING, 
GRAND¬ 
FATHER!! 


THAT 
SETTLES 
IT! WE'VE 
GOT TO 
PREPARE 
FOR THE 
VOYAGE 
TOMOR¬ 
ROW!! 


T/(V)e 


SET 
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CHAPTER 6 - END 




















































OH, THE 
KIDS WERE 
JUST 
PLAYING 
WAR LIKE 
ALWAYS, a 


WHAT 
IS IT? 
DID YOU 
HAVE A 
FIGHT? 


BUT HE'S 
IN A LOT 
OF PAIN. 
I THINK 
IT MIGHT 
BE THE 
BONE. 
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FAMILY 
TREASURE 
PASSED 
DOWN 
FROM YOUR 
GRANDPA. 


TOMOR- V 
ROW'S YOUR } 
FIRST RAIDING. 
GO AND FIGHT 
TO YOUR 
HEART’S . 
CONTENT! / 



THIS OLD 
GIRL ONCE 
LOPPED 
THE HEAD 
OFF A 
HORSE IN 
ONE SLICE! 
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THERE 
IS NO 
ONE... 






































































CHAPTER 7 - END 




















ODIN IS 


IN A FINE 


MOOD 


THIS 


MORNING. 


THE 

PERFECT 
DAY 
TO SET 
SAIL... 



























Ill 



THE TIME 
HAS COME 
FOR AR1, 
SON OF 
GEITR... 


...TO 
STAND 
UP AND 
BE A 
MAN. 
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THORS 
WONT TAKE 
A SINGLE ONE 
OF THEM TO 
ENGLAND. 


THAT’S 
JUST THE 
KIND OF 
MAN HE 
IS. 
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DON'T 
WORRY, 
WE WON’T 
N66D TO 
ROW FOR A 
WHILE. 


WE'VE 

REACHED 

THE 

CURRENT, 
SO THE SHIP 
WILL TRAVEL 
ON ITS OWN 
FOR NOW. 
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CHAPTER 8 - END 
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.MASTER 

FLOKI. 


THEY JUST 
DON'T 
CARE FOR 
THE CHRIS¬ 
TIANS... , 


LET'S 

TALK 

BUSINESS, 

SHALL 

WE? 


MY MEN 
AND I ARE 
TIRED OF 
BEING 
COOPED 
UP IN THIS 
BACKWATER. 










































HE HAS 
FLAGRANTLY 
FLOUTED THE 
PRECEPTS OF 
OUR BAND. 


HE 

DESERTED 
IN THE 
FACE OF 
THE 
ENEMY. 
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HE’S 

DEAD now. 


I SUGGEST 
VOU AVOID 
ASKING 
STUPID 
QUESTIONS, 
FOR YOUR 
OWN SAKE. 


IT'S NO 
BUSINESS 
OF YOURS, 
OR YOUR 
FILTHY 
VAGA¬ 
BONDS. 
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CHAPTER 9 - END 
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SHE WAS 
BORN 
WHEN I 
WAS STILL 
WITH THE 
DOMS- 
VIKINGS. 
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Norwegian Sea 
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CHAPTER 10 - END 
























































HOW’S 
THAT ?! 


THORS! 
EVERYONE 
ALL RIGHT 
OVER 
THERE?! 
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CHAPTER 11 - END 


























CHAPTER 12: MORE THAN A MONSTER 
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CHAPTER 12 - END 




















CHAPTER 13: SHELL 














































































DON'T YOU 
UNDERSTAND?! 

WITHOUT 
THORS, YOU’RE 
JUST A RABBLE 
OF CHILDREN 
AND MEN 
WHO’VE NEVER 
BEEN IN A REAL 
BATTLE IN 
YOUR LIVES!! 
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3SZ 




































































































































CHAPTER 13 - END 
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wmm 


THE 
ENTIRE 
FIGHT 
WENT 
ACCORDING 
TO HIS 
SCRIPT, 
NOT MINE. 


DAMN 

IT 

ALL... 


J ■ 


DANCED 
TO HIS 
TUNE 
LIKE A 
FOOL... 
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HAHAHAHA' 



did YOU 
REALLY TAKE 
US FOR 
HONORABLE 
GENTLEMEN, 
BOUND TO THE 
CUSTOMS OF 
THE DUEL? 


HONESTLY 
WHAT 
DID YOU 
EXPECT, 
THORS? 
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CHAPTER 15 - END 













































IN THE 
NAME 
OF MV 
ANCESTOR, 
ARTORIUS... 



































BELIEVES 
THAT I CHOSE 
TO HIDE 
RATHER THAN 
HONOR HIS 
SUMMONS, 
MV VILLAGE 
WILL PAV A 
TERRIBLE 
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IT’S 

THORS’S 

LITTLE 

BOV. 


HE MUST 
HAVE 
BEEN 
HIDING 
IN THE 
HOLD. 





LOOK AT 
THE LITTLE 
TYKE. HE’S 
EVEN GOT A 
LITTLE TINY 
SWORD! 


DON’T 
HURT 
ME! I’M 
QUAKIN’ 
IN ME 
BOOTS! 




OOOOOH, 
HE'S 
GONNA 
KILL ME! 































WHA. 


He’s 
ONLY A 
BCY... 


...BUT... 
LOOK 
AT HIS 
FUCKING 

eyes... 


WHADDAYA 
SAY, AS- 
KELADD? 


L6AV6 

HIM... 


HE'LL 

DIE 

SOON 

ENOUGH. 































CHAPTER 16 - END 
































































H5 DEGREES F 


THAT 
SAID, ITS 
STILL 
DAMNED 
COLD. 
THERE 
ARE EVEN 
_GLACIERS. 
^INLf^ND.-- 



c 


IT WAS A 
SEVEN I WARM DA V 

DEGREES > IN ICELAND 
CELSIUS?' l WHEN I 

__yiSITED IN 
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AFTERWORD 


Despite itiMireezier appearance, all that chainmail the Vikings 
wear weighs about forty-five pounds. Ihe swords and axes add 
six to eight poundmh, and once the iron helmets, wooden 
shields and short swords are added in, the entire equipment 
tops out akver sixty-five,pounds. I tried to wear all that 
armor myself and I could barely walk, much less fight. I'm truly 
grateful that I wasn't born in t L .* iL * 


















Translation Notes 

Normanni, page 2 


The Latin form for “men of the North,” also known as Norsemen, 
Northmen, Normans, etc. 


Frankish Kingdom, page 4 



Strictly speaking, the Frankish Kingdom as it is defined today — France under 
the Carolingian dynasty made notable by Charlesmagne — did not exist as a 
state in the 11th century. Rather, it was a decentralized period where princes 
and other lords held regional power, while the king was more of a religious 
figure. The key word here is “territory,” i.e., land that was previously the 
realm of the Frankish Kingdom. The establishment of the Capet Dynasty in 
987 created the first predecessor to what we define as France today. 


Tyr, page 15 



The Norse god of law, justice and war. By some 
accounts — the backgrounds, positions and 
importance of gods shift throughout history 
according to location and time period — Tyr is 
the son of Odin. He is invoked in this scene to 
emphasize the apparent truthfulness of the claim. 
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General Jabbathe, page 71 



It should be noted that in the 
Japanese language, tides such 
as king, lord, president, and 
so on are always placed after 
the name rather than before. 
Thus, General Jabbathe 
appears as “Jabbathe-shogun,” 
where shogun is the word 
for a military commander. 

I’ll leave it to the reader’s 
discretion to discern the 
meaning (or lack thereof) 
behind this particular choice. 


Jormungand, page 139 

Also known as the Midgard Serpent, a variant on 
the Ouroboros theme of a snake eating its own tail. 
Jormungand is a sea serpent that encircles the globe and 
served as a likely explanation for ships going lost at sea. 


Knarr, page 153 



A type of cargo ship used by Viking merchants. A knarr (plural knerrir) was 
wider and deeper than the famous longships used for raiding, which made it 
more suitable for ferrying goods, food and livestock. 














Thing, page 174 



Thing is the Norse/Icelandic word for “gathering.” They were community 
meetings where legal grievances were addressed, among other things. The 
Althing was a national gathering of village representatives traditionally held at 
the Thingvellir plain starting in 930 A.D. with the founding of the Icelandic 
Commonwealth. This democratic structure was partly motivated by the desire 
to escape the authoritarian rule of King Harald of Norway. The Althing sur¬ 
vived and is the official parliament of Iceland today, albeit in modern form. 


Jomsvikings, page 207 



A legendary band of Viking mercenaries recounted in various Scandinavian 
epics. According to those legends, the Jomsvikings were active in the 10th 
and 11th centuries, but lack of primary evidence has led to debate over 
whether they truly existed or not. 


Thingvellir National Park, page 229 


The original home of the Althing, Iceland’s historical meeting place in which 
matters of government were discussed and decided. The park, located in 
southwest Iceland, was officially founded in 1930 to preserve the historic site. 
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For Our Farewell Is Near, Part 1 
By Makoto Yukimura 


Introduction 

At the end of the Edo Period, the arrival of the “black ships” from 
abroad spelled the end of 260 years of isolation enforced by the shogunate. 
In response to the shogunate’s desire to open the country’s borders, dis¬ 
gruntled regional forces loyal to the emperor, such as the Choshu Domain, 
planned a rebellion. The imperial loyalists massed in Kyoto, where the 
emperor lived, growing increasingly bold until the city became, in effect, 
a lawless area. In an effort to restore order, the shogunate recruited ronin 
(masterless samurai) in Edo (now Tokyo) and sent them to Kyoto. 

Among these men were Kondo Isami and Okita Soji, students at 
the Shieikan dojo in Tama. Upon reaching Kyoto, they formed the 
Shinsengumi under the orders of the daimyo of Aizu Domain, who had 
been charged with keeping the peace in the city. But, unable to reverse 
the tide of history, the shogunate lost power, and the Shinsengumi was 
defeated at the Battle of Toba-Fushimi. By 1868, Kondo and Okita had 
fled to Edo. Okita’s body was already wracked with tuberculosis at this 
time. 


Note: 

This story first appeared in 2004 in Kodansha’s Evening magazine. 
This is the first time it has been published in English. 
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DON'T BE 
SILLy. IF 
you EAT 

PROPERLY, 

yoU'LU BE 
BACK ON 
yOUR FEET 
IN NO 
TIME. 


MEN SO 
OUT¬ 
MATCHED 
THE/RE 
RUNNING 
OUT OF 
FOOD? 
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THAT'S 
NOT 
THE 
SOJl 
I KNOW. 


NEVER 


CAREP 


A WHIT 


ABOUT 


THE STATE 


BEFORE. 
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TO BE CONTINUED IN VINLAND SAGA, BOOK TWO 
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